m ton mm ^mm 

SUGHRUE, MlON, ZlNN, MACPEAK & SEAS, PLLcQ9 / 8~96 4 1 4 



2100 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20037-3213 
TELEPHONE (202) 293-7060 
FACSIMILE (202) 293-7860 
ww w .sughrue.com 



March 30, 2001 



BOX PCT 

Commissioner for Patents PCT/JP 00/05052 

Washington, D.C. 20231 -filed June 28, 2000 

Re: Application of Jun MATSUZAKI, Makoto ISHIYAMA and 
Takayuki FUKUNAGA entitled PNEUMATIC TIRE 
Assignee: BRIDGESTONE CORPORATION 
Our Reference: Q63842 

Dear Sir: 

The following documents and fees are submitted herewith in connec- 
tion with the above-identified application for the purpose of entering the 
National Stage under 35 U.S.C. §371 in accordance with Chapter II of the 
Patent Cooperation Treaty: 

□ an executed Declaration and Power of Attorney. 

0 an English translation of the International Application. 
0 twelve (12) sheets of drawings. 

0 Article 19 claim amendments and an English translation thereof. 

□ an English translation of Article 34 amendments (annexes to the IPER). 

□ an executed Assignment and Form PTO-1595. 

0 the International Search Report (ISR) and a Form PTO-1449 listing the ISR 
references, and a complete copy of each reference. 

0 a Preliminary Amendment. 

The Declaration and Power of Attorney and the Assignment to Bridge- 
stone Corporation will be submitted at a later date. 

It is assumed that a copy of the International Application will be 
supplied directly by the International Bureau; nevertheless, if further copies 
are needed, the undersigned attorney will provide them upon request. 
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overpayment to our Deposit Account No. 19-4880. The Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge any fees under 37 C.F.R. §§1.16, 1.17 and 
1.492 that may be required during the entire pendency of the application to 
our Deposit Account No. 19-4880. A duplicate copy of this transmittal letter 
is also submitted herewith. 

Priority is claimed based on Japanese Patent Application Nos. 11- 
218001 and 11-218002, both of which were filed on July 30, 1999. 
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PATENT APPLICATION 
Q63842 

IN THE UNITED STATES RECEIVING OFFICE (US/RO) 

In re application of 
Jun MATSUZAKI, et al. 
Appln. No.: (to be assigned) 

Confirmation No. (to be assigned) Group Art Unit: (to be assigned) 

Filed: March 30, 2001 Examiner: (to be assigned) 

For: PNEUMATIC TIRE 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

BOX PCT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to an examination on the merits of the above-identified application, 
please amend the same as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please enter the following amended claims: 

4. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 1, characterized in 
that the angle formed between said shorter diagonal lines and said auxiliary 
grooves is within ± 20 degrees. 
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5. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 1, characterized in 
that said auxiliary grooves are arranged substantially on said shorter diagonal 
lines. 

6. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 1, characterized in 
that said auxiliary grooves have a depth of no less than 30 % of the depth of 
said main grooves. 

8. (Twice Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 1, charac- 
terized in that said end portion grooves are opened in said main grooves the 
closest to the end portions of said auxiliary grooves. 

11. (Twice Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 8, charac- 
terized in that said end portion grooves are formed on the two end portions of 
said auxiliary grooves; and in that one auxiliary groove is opened in one of the 
main grooves opposed to each other whereas the other auxiliary groove is 
opened in the other of the main grooves opposed to each other. 

12. (Twice Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 8, charac- 
terized in that said end portion grooves are as deep as or shallower than said 
auxiliary grooves. 
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14. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 1, characterized in 
that the shortest distance between the end portions of said auxiliary grooves 
and said main grooves the closest to said end portions is no less than 15 % but 
less than 35 % of the length of said shorter diagonal lines. 

18. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 15, characterized 
in that the angle formed between said shorter diagonal line and said central 
auxiliary groove portion is within ± 20 degrees. 

19. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 15, characterized 
in that said central auxiliary groove portion is arranged substantially on said 
shorter diagonal line. 

20. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 15, characterized 
in that said central auxiliary groove portion has a depth of no less than 30 % of 
the depth of said main grooves. 

21. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 15, characterized 
in that the angle formed between said end portion auxiliary groove portions 
and the neighborhood main grooves, in which said end portion auxiliary groove 
portions are not opened, of said main grooves is no more than 30 degrees. 
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22. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 15, characterized 
in that said end portion auxiliary groove portions are as deep as or shallower 
than said central auxiliary groove portion. 

24. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 15, characterized 
in that said auxiliary groove includes chamfered portions formed at the two 
corner portions of the opened portions of said auxiliary groove in the tread, 
when viewed in a section normal to the longitudinal direction at each point of 
the longitudinal direction. 

27. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 24, characterized 
in that the maximum of the length L of said chamfered portions, as measured 
in parallel with the tread, in said section normal to the longitudinal direction of 
said auxiliary groove is no less than 5 % and no more than 50 % of the maxi- 
mum width W, as measured in the tire axial direction, of the land portion 
having said auxiliary groove. 

28. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 24, characterized 
in that the depth H of said chamfered portions at each point in the longitudinal 
direction of said auxiliary groove is changed gently so that the change in the 
ground contact pressure which occurs inside the land portion under a lateral 
force may be small. 
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REMARKS 



The foregoing amendments correct improper multiple dependent claim 
format, and correct minor typographical errors appearing in Claims 11 and 27. 

Entry and consideration of this Preliminary Amendment are respectfully 
requested, and favorable examination in due course is earnestly solicited. 

Please charge any additional fees necessary to maintain the pendency 
hereof to our Deposit Account No. 19-4880. 



Respectfully submitted, 




SUGHRUE, MION, ZINN, 

MACPEAK & SEAS, PLLC 
2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037-3213 



Steven M. Gruskin 
Registration No. 36,818 



Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 



Date: March 30, 2001 
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APPENDIX 

VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

The claims are amended as follows: 

4. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 1 to 3] 
Claim 1, characterized in that the angle formed between said shorter diagonal 
lines and said auxiliary grooves is within ± 20 degrees. 

5. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 1 to 4] 
Claim 1. characterized in that said auxiliary grooves are arranged substantially 
on said shorter diagonal lines. 

6. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 1 to 5] 
Claim 1, characterized in that said auxiliary grooves have a depth of no less 
than 30 % of the depth of said main grooves. 

8. (Twice Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 1 to 
6] Claim 1, characterized in that said end portion grooves are opened in said 
main grooves the closest to the end portions of said auxiliary grooves. 
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11. (Twice Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 8 to 
10] Claim 8, characterized!:] in that said end portion grooves are formed on the 
two end portions of said auxiliary grooves; and in that one auxiliary groove is 
opened in one of the main grooves opposed to each other whereas the other 
auxiliary groove is opened in the other of the main grooves opposed to each 
other. 

12. (Twice Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 8 to 
11] Claim 8, characterized in that said end portion grooves are as deep as or 
shallower than said auxiliary grooves. 

14. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 1 to 13] 
Claim 1, characterized in that the shortest distance between the end portions of 
said auxiliary grooves and said main grooves the closest to said end portions is 
no less than 15 % but less than 35 % of the length of said shorter diagonal lines. 

18. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 15 to 17] 
Claim 15, characterized in that the angle formed between said shorter diagonal 
line and said central auxiliary groove portion is within ± 20 degrees. 

19. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 15 to 18] 
Claim 15, characterized in that said central auxiliary groove portion is arranged 
substantially on said shorter diagonal line. 
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20. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 15 to 19] 
Claim 15 . characterized in that said central auxiliary groove portion has a depth 
of no less than 30 % of the depth of said main grooves. 

21. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 15 to 20] 
Claim 15 , characterized in that the angle formed between said end portion 
auxiliary groove portions and the neighborhood main grooves, in which said 
end portion auxiliary groove portions are not opened, of said main grooves is 
no more than 30 degrees. 

22. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 15 to 21] 
Claim 15, characterized in that said end portion auxiliary groove portions are 
as deep as or shallower than said central auxiliary groove portion. 

24. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 15 to 23] 
Claim 15, characterized in that said auxiliary groove includes chamfered por- 
tions formed at the two corner portions of the opened portions of said auxiliary 
groove in the tread, when viewed in a section normal to the longitudinal direc- 
tion at each point of the longitudinal direction. 

27. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 24 to 26] 
Claim 24, characterized in that the maximum of the length L of said chamfered 
portions, as measured in parallel with the tread, in said section normal to the 
longitudinal direction of said auxiliary groove is no less than 5 % and no more 
than 50 % of the maximum width W, as [measureds] measured in the tire axial 
direction, of the land portion having said auxiliary groove. 
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28. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in [any of Claims 24 to 27] 
Claim 24, characterized in that the depth H of said chamfered portions at each 
point in the longitudinal direction of said auxiliary groove is changed gently so 
that the change in the ground contact pressure which occurs inside the land 
portion under a lateral force may be small. 
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SPECIFICATION 



TITLE OF THE INVENTION 



PNEUMATIC TIRE 



TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to a pneumatic tire and, 
more particularly, to a pneumatic tire which is provided with 
a plurality of substantially quadrilateral land portions 
arranged on a tread and defined by two sets of main grooves 
of different angles with respect to a tire equatorial plane. 

BACKGROUND ART 

In the prior art, there is a pneumatic tire which is 
provided with a plurality of substantially quadrilateral land 
portions arranged on a tread and defined by two sets of main 
grooves of different angles with respect to a tire equatorial 
plane . 

In this pneumatic tire, it is conceivable to form 
auxiliary grooves such as sipes in the land portions so as to 
improve the wet performance. 

The auxiliary grooves such as the sipes are formed in 
the land portions, so that the edge factors are increased to 
improve the wet performance, but the rigidity of the land 
portions may be degraded and the deterioration of the dry 



performance may be caused. 

In Fig. 13A, for example, a pair of main grooves 100 
extending in the circumferential directions (i.e., in the 
directions as indicated by arrows A and B) and a pair of main 
grooves 102 intersecting the main grooves 100 define land 
portions 104 having generally parallelogram shapes. When the 
land portions 104 are halved in the tire circumferential 
directions by forming auxiliary grooves 106 in parallel with 
the main grooves 102, there arises a problem that the rigidity 
of the land portions 104 in the tire circumferential directions 
decreases . 

On the other hand, when the auxiliary grooves 106 are 
formed in the generally parallelogram land portions 104 along 
the longer diagonal lines, as shown in Fig. 13B, there are 
formed two small land portions each of which has a substantially 
slender triangular shape. This formation raises a problem 
that the rigidity of the land portions 104 in the directions 
(i.e., in the directions of arrow C) perpendicular to the 
longitudinal direction of the auxiliary grooves 106 seriously 
decreases . 

Considering the aforementioned facts, the invention has 
an object to provide a pneumatic tire which can improve the 
wet performance while keeping the rigidity of the land 
portions . 



MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 1, there 
is provided a pneumatic tire, in which a plurality of 
substantially quadrilateral land portions are arranged on a 
tread and defined by two sets of main grooves having different 
angles with respect to a tire equatorial plane and in which 
auxiliary grooves are arranged in said land portions, 
characterized: in that said land portions have diagonal lines 
of different lengths; and in that said auxiliary grooves are 
arranged at the central portions of said land portions and 
substantially along the shorter diagonal lines. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 2, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 1 is characterized in that 
said auxiliary grooves are not opened in said main grooves. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 3, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 2 is characterized in that 
said auxiliary groove have a length of no less than 30 % but 
less than 70 % of the length of said shorter diagonal lines. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 4, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 1 to 3 is 
characterized in that the angle formed between said shorter 
diagonal lines and said auxiliary grooves is within ± 20 
degrees . 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 5, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 1 to 4 is 
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characterized in that said auxiliary grooves are arranged 
substantially on said shorter diagonal lines. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 6, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 1 to 5 is 
characterized in that said auxiliary grooves have a depth of 
no less than 30 % of the depth of said main grooves. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 7, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 1 to 6 is 
characterized in that end portion grooves opened in said main 
grooves are connected to the end portions of said auxiliary 
grooves . 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 8, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 7 is characterized in that 
said end portion grooves are opened in said main grooves which 
are the closest to the end portions of said auxiliary grooves. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 9, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 8 is characterized in that 
the angle formed between said end portion grooves and said 
auxiliary grooves is obtuse. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 10, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 7 to 9 is 
characterized in that the angle formed between said end portion 
grooves and the neighborhood main grooves, in which said end 
portion grooves are not opened, is no more than 3 0 degrees. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 11, a 



pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 7 to 10 is 
characterized: in that said end portion grooves are formed on 
the two end portions of said auxiliary grooves; and in that 
one auxiliary groove is opened in one of the main grooves 
opposed to each other whereas the other auxiliary groove is 
opened in the other of the main grooves opposed to each other. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 12, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 7 to 11 is 
characterized in that said end portion grooves are as deep as 
or shallower than said auxiliary grooves. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 13, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 12 is characterized in 
that the depth of said end portion grooves is no less than 10 % 
and no more than 30 % of the depth of said main grooves. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 14, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 1 to 13 is 
characterized in that the shortest distance between the end 
portions of said auxiliary grooves and said main grooves which 
are the closest to said end portions is no less than 15 % 
of the length of said shorter diagonal lines. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 15, there 
is provided a pneumatic tire, in which a plurality of 
substantially quadrilateral land portions are arranged on a 
tread and defined by two sets of main grooves having different 
angles with respect to a tire equatorial plane and in which 
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auxiliary grooves are arranged in said land portions, 
characterized: in that said land portion has an auxiliary 
groove extending throughout from one side to another side; and 
in that said auxiliary groove includes: a central auxiliary 
groove portion inclined in the same direction as that of the 
shorter diagonal line of the land portion and arranged at the 
central portion of said land portion; end portion auxiliary 
groove portions extending in directions different from that 
of said central auxiliary groove portion and opened in the 
closest main grooves; and connection portions for smoothly 
jointing said central auxiliary groove portion and said end 
portion auxiliary groove portions. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 16, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 15 is characterized in 
that said connection portions are formed into arcuate shapes 
having a radius of curvature of no less than 3 mm and no more 
than 10 mm. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 17, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 15 or 16 is characterized 
in that said central auxiliary groove portion has a length of 
less than 70 % of the length of said shorter diagonal line. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 18, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 15 to 17 is 
characterized in that the angle formed between said shorter 
diagonal line and said central auxiliary groove portion is 



within ± 20 degrees. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 19, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 15 to 18 is 
characterized in that said central auxiliary groove portion 
is arranged substantially on said shorter diagonal line. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 20, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 15 to 20 is 
characterized in that said central auxiliary groove portion 
has a depth of no less than 30 % of the depth of said main grooves . 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 21, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 15 to 20 is 
characterized in that the angle formed between said end portion 
auxiliary groove portions and the neighborhood main grooves, 
in which said end portion auxiliary groove portions are not 
opened, is no more than 30 degrees. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 22, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 15 to 21 is 
characterized in that said end portion auxiliary groove 
portions are as deep as or shallower than said central auxiliary 
groove portion. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 23, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 22 is characterized in 
that the depth of said end portion auxiliary groove portions 
is no less than 10 % and no more than 30 % of the depth of said 
main grooves . 



According to the invention as set forth in Claim 24, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 15 to 23 is 
characterized in that said auxiliary groove includes chamfered 
portions formed at the two corner portions of the opened 
portions of said auxiliary groove in the tread, when viewed 
in a section normal to the longitudinal direction at each point 
of the longitudinal direction. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 25, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 24 is characterized in 
that said chamfered portions have a gently bulging sectional 
shape in said section normal to the longitudinal direction of 
said auxiliary groove. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 26, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 24 or 25 is characterized 
in that the maximum of the depth H of said chamfered portions 
is no less than 5 % and no more than 50 % of the groove depth 
D of said auxiliary groove. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 27, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any Claims 24 to 26 is 
characterized in that the maximum of the length L of said 
chamfered portions, as measured in parallel with the tread, 
in said section normal to the longitudinal direction of said 
auxiliary groove is no less than 5 % and no more than 50 % of 
the maximum width W, as taken in the tire axial direction, of 
the land portion having said auxiliary groove. 
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According to the invention as set forth in Claim 28, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in any Claims 24 to 27 is 
characterized in that the depth H of said chamfered portions 
at each point in the longitudinal direction of said auxiliary 
groove is changed gently so that the change in the ground 
contact pressure which occurs inside the land portion under 
a lateral force may be small. 

According to the invention as set forth in Claim 29, a 
pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 28 is characterized in 
that the depth H of said chamfered portions takes its maximum 
at the land portion ends of said auxiliary groove and at the 
central portion of the land portion. 

EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 1. 

The substantially quadrilateral land portions having 
the diagonal lines of the different lengths and defined by the 
two sets of main grooves of the different angles with respect 
to the tire equatorial plane can be exemplified by 
parallelogram land portions or the rhombic land portions. 

By arranging the auxiliary grooves in the substantially 
quadrilateral land portions, the edge factors can be increased 
to improve the wet performance. 

On the other hand, the auxiliary grooves are arranged 
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substantially along the shorter diagonal lines of the land 
portions. Therefore, the parallelogram land portions or the 
rhombic land portions, for example, are divided into the two 
triangles approximating the equilateral triangles so that the 
decrease in the rigidity, as caused by providing the auxiliary 
grooves, of the land portions can be suppressed to the minimum. 

Therefore, the deformation of the land portions at the 

ground- contacting time is suppressed to maintain the excellent 

/ 

dry performance. 

Therefore, the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 1 
can improve the wet performance while maintaining the 
excellent dry performance. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 2. 

In the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 2, the 
auxiliary grooves are not opened in the main grooves so that 
the decrease in the rigidity of the land portions can be 
suppressed as compared with the land portions having the 
auxiliary grooves opened in the main grooves, to maintain the 
high dry performance. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 3. 

In the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 3, when the 
auxiliary grooves not opened in the main grooves are formed 
in the land portions, the length of the auxiliary grooves is 
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set to no less than 30 % but less than 70 % of the length of 
the shorter diagonal lines so that the decrease in the rigidity 
of the land portions can be suppressed while maintaining 
excellent water absorption, to make the wet performance and 
the dry performance compatible. 

Here, if the length of the auxiliary grooves is less than 
30 % of the length of the shorter diagonal lines, the wet 
performance cannot be obtained, although the auxiliary grooves 
are formed. 

If the length of the auxiliary grooves exceeds 70 % of 
the length of the shorter diagonal lines, on the other hand, 
the rigidity of the land portions deteriorates, to lower the 
dry performance. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 4. 

The pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 4 has an 
excellent effect that the decrease in the rigidity, as caused 
by providing the auxiliary grooves in the land portions, of 
the land portions can be suppressed to maintain the dry 
performance reliably . 

If the angle formed between the shorter diagonal lines 
and the auxiliary grooves is beyond the range within ± 20 
degrees, the rigidity of the land portions decreases, to lower 
the dry performance. 

In order to suppress the decrease in the rigidity of the 



land portions, the angle formed between the shorter diagonal 
lines and the auxiliary grooves is preferably set in the range 
within ± 10 degrees and is more preferably set in the range 
within ± 5 degrees. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 5. 

By arranging the auxiliary grooves substantially on the 
shorter diagonal lines, the land portions can be divided into 
the two triangles of substantially equal sizes so that the 
decrease in the rigidity of the land portions can be most 
effectively suppressed as compared with the case in which the 
auxiliary grooves are arranged at a given angle with respect 
to the shorter diagonal lines. 

As a result, there is obtained an excellent effect that 
the dry performance can be maintained more reliably. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 6. 

The depth of the auxiliary grooves is no less than 30 % 
of the depth of the main grooves so that the water absorption 
can be maintained until the intermediate stage of wear. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 7. 

When the auxiliary grooves (including the so-called 
"sipes") formed in the land portions are closed at two sides 
(that is, when the auxiliary grooves are not connected to any 



main groove) , the water confined between the land portion 
ground contacting surfaces and the road surface instantly 
flows, as the land portions tread in the water pool of the wet 
road surface, from the ground contacting surfaces into the 
auxiliary grooves . 

In the case in which the auxiliary grooves are closed 
on their two sides, when the auxiliary grooves are filled up 
with the water, the draining effect by the auxiliary grooves 
cannot be expected any more, because the water is no longer 
absorbed by the auxiliary grooves. 

However, when the end portion grooves opened in the main 
grooves are connected to the end portions of the auxiliary 
grooves, the water sucked into the auxiliary grooves can be 
discharged through the end portion grooves into the main 
grooves so that the water between the ground contacting 
surfaces of the land portions and the road surface can be easily 
discharged, to improve the wet performance. 

It is preferred from the standpoint of the better 
drainage into the main grooves that the end portion grooves 
are wider than the auxiliary grooves. 

As a result, the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 
7 has an excellent effect that the water between the ground 
contacting surfaces of the land portions and the road surface 
can be easily discharged to improve the wet performance as 
compared with the case of providing only the auxiliary grooves . 



Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 8 . 

In the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 8, the end 
portion grooves are opened in the main grooves which are the 
closest to the end portions of the auxiliary grooves, so that 
the length of the end portion grooves can be reduced, to 
discharge the water in the auxiliary grooves efficiently to 
the main grooves. 

As a result, the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 

8 has an excellent effect that it can further improve the wet 
performance . 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 9. 

In the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 9, by forming 
an obtuse angle between the end portion grooves and the 
auxiliary grooves, the flow resistance can be suppressed to 
drain the water in the auxiliary grooves efficiently into the 
main grooves . 

As a result, the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 

9 has an excellent effect that it can further improve the wet 
performance . 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 10. 

In the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 10, the angle 
formed between the end portion grooves and the neighborhood 



main grooves, in which the end portion grooves are not opened, 
is set within 30 degrees so that the decrease in the rigidity 
of the end portion grooves in the vicinity where the end 
portion grooves are opened to the main grooves can be suppressed, 
to suppress any peel, after the run, in the vicinity where the 
end portions are opened to the main grooves. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 11. 

In the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 11, one 
auxiliary groove is opened in one of the main grooves opposed 
to each other, and the other auxiliary groove is opened in the 
other of the main grooves opposed to each other. Therefore, 
the water sucked into the auxiliary groove can be efficiently 
discharged through the end portion grooves to both of the main 
grooves so that the water between the ground contacting 
surfaces of the land portions and the road surface can be more 
easily discharged to improve the wet performance better. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 12 . 

In the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 12, the end 
portion grooves are formed as deep as or shallower than the 
auxiliary grooves, thereby to suppress the local decrease in 
rigidity of the outer peripheral portions of the land portions . 
More preferably, by making the end portion grooves shallower 
than the auxiliary grooves, the rigidity of the outer 



peripheral edges of the land portions can be maintained as a 
whole, to achieve a rigidity which sufficiently resists the 
bending deformation of the land portions. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 13. 

In the invention as set forth in Claim 13, the depth of 
the end portion grooves is set to no less than 10 % and no more 
than 30 % of the depth of the main grooves so that the drainage 
at the initial stage of wear and the rigidity of the land 
portions are made compatible. If the depth of the end portion 
grooves is less than 10 % of the depth of the main grooves, 
there cannot be obtained the drainage by the end portion grooves 
at the initial stage of wear. When the end portion grooves 
disappear due to wear, the tread surface is so roughened as 
to form irregularities therein, so that the sufficient 
draining effect is obtained by the recesses formed in the tread 
or the ground contacting face. 

If the depth of the end portion grooves exceeds 3 0 %, 
on the other hand, the rigidity of the land portions decreases 
so that the land portions are easily bent and deformed, to lower 
the dry performance. 

Generally in the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 
12, the end portion grooves have a depth of no less than 1 mm 
and no more than 4 mm. 

As the depth of the end portion grooves is set to no less 
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than 1 mm and no more than 4 mm, it is possible to make the 
drainage at the initial stage of wear compatible with the 
rigidity of the land portions. 

Here, the sufficient draining action of the end portion 
grooves at the initial stage of wear cannot be obtained when 
the depth of the end portion grooves is less than 1 mm. When 
the end portion grooves disappear due to wear, the tread surface 
is so roughened as to form the irregularities therein, so that 
the sufficient draining effect is obtained by the recesses 
formed in the ground contacting surfaces of the land portions . 

If the depth of the end portion grooves exceeds 4 mm, 
on the other hand, the rigidity of the land portions decreases 
and becomes susceptible to bending deformation, to deteriorate 
the dry performance. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 14 . 

When the auxiliary grooves are not opened in the main 
grooves, the rigidity of the land portions can be maintained 
by setting the shortest distance between the end portions of 
the auxiliary grooves and the main grooves which are the closest 
to the end portions to 15 % or more of the length of the shorter 
diagonal lines. 

If the shortest distance between the end portions of the 
auxiliary grooves and the main grooves the closest to the end 
portions is less than 15 % of the length of the shorter diagonal 
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lines, the end portions of the auxiliary grooves are so much 
close to the main grooves that the rigidity of the land portions 
decreases . 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 15. 

The substantially quadrilateral land portions, as 
defined by the two sets of main grooves of the different angles 
with respect to the tire equatorial plane, can be exemplified 
by the parallelogram land portions or the rhombic land 
portions . 

Since the auxiliary grooves opened in the main grooves 
are arranged in the substantially quadrilateral land portions 
as described above, there is an increase in the edge factors 
for cutting the water film existing between the road surface 
and the ground contacting surfaces of the land portions . 
Moreover, the auxiliary grooves absorb the water existing 
between the road surface and the ground contacting surfaces 
of the land portions and drain the absorbed water to the main 
grooves, so that the wet performance is improved. 

The end portion auxiliary groove portions, connected to 
the central auxiliary groove portion arranged at the centers 
of the land portions, are opened in the closest main grooves 
so that the water existing between the central portions of the 
land portions and the road surface is discharged by the shortest 
distance to the main grooves. Moreover, the central auxiliary 
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groove portion and the end portion auxiliary groove portions 
are smoothly jointed by the connection portions, so that the 
water absorbed by the central auxiliary groove portion is 
smoothly discharged through the connection portions to the 
main grooves. 

In addition, as the central auxiliary groove portion and 
the end portion auxiliary groove portions are smoothly jointed 
by the connection portions, the stress concentration at these 
linking portions between the central auxiliary groove portion 
and the end portion auxiliary groove portions can be suppressed 
to improve the crack-resistance properties. 

Moreover, as the central auxiliary groove portion and 
the end portion auxiliary groove portions are smoothly jointed 
by the connection portions, the uneven distribution of the 
stress, as might otherwise be caused at the connection portions 
between the central auxiliary groove portion and the end 
portion auxiliary groove portions, can be suppressed, thereby 
preventing occurrence of the heel-and-toe wear. 

In the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 15, moreover, 
the center auxiliary groove portion is arranged at the central 
portion of the land portions with an inclination in the same 
direction as that of the shorter diagonal lines, so that the 
land portions are divided into the two triangles approximating 
the equilateral triangles thereby to prevent the land portions 
from becoming weak in a specific direction. 



Therefore, the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 15 
has an excellent effect that it can improve the wet performance 
while maintaining the dry performance. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 16. 

When the radius of curvature of the connection portions 
falls short of 3 mm, the stress concentration in the vicinity 
of the connection portions cannot be prevented, thereby 
increasing the possibility of forming the cracks . In addition, 
the stress becomes uneven in the vicinity of the connection 
portions to facilitate the heel-and-toe wear. At the 
connection portions, moreover, the flow resistance is 
increased to lower the drainage. 

When the radius of curvature of the connection portions 
exceeds 10 mm, the center auxiliary groove portion is reduced 
so much that it cannot exhibit its unique effect {i.e., the 
effect to divide the land portions into the two triangles 
approximating the equilateral triangles so as to prevent the 
land portions from being weakened in a pacific direction) . 

Therefore, the connection portions preferably have the 
arcuate shape having the radius of curvature (as measured on 
the groove center line) of no less than 3 mm and no more than 
10 mm . 

As a result, the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 
16 has excellent effects to suppress the occurrence of the 



cracks and the heel-and-toe wear, to prevent the land portions 
from being weakened in a specific direction, and to drain the 
absorbed water smoothly into the main grooves. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 17 . 

In the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 17, the length 
of the center auxiliary groove portion is less than 70% of the 
length of the shorter diagonal lines so that the decrease in 
the rigidity of the land portions can be suppressed, to maintain 
the excellent dry performance. 

Therefore, the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 17 
has an excellent effect to make the dry performance compatible 
with and the wet performance. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 18. 

When the angle formed between the shorter diagonal line 
and the center auxiliary groove portion is beyond the range 
within ± 20 degrees, the rigidity of the land portions decreases, 
to deteriorate the dry performance. 

In order to suppress the decrease in the rigidity of the 
land portions, the angle formed between the shorter diagonal 
lines and the center auxiliary groove portion is preferably 
set within ± 10 degrees and more preferably within ± 5 degrees. 

Therefore, the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 18 
has an excellent effect to maintain the dry performance 



reliably while suppressing the decrease in the rigidity of the 
land portions, which is caused by providing the auxiliary 
grooves in the land portions. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 19. 

By arranging the center auxiliary groove potion 
substantially on the shorter diagonal lines, the land portions 
can be divided into the two triangles of substantially equal 
sizes so that the reduction of the rigidity of the land portions 
can be most efficiently suppressed, as compared with the case 
in which the center auxiliary groove portion is arranged at 
an angle with respect to the shorter diagonal lines. 

Therefore, the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 19 
has an excellent effect to maintain the dry performance more 
reliably . 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 20. 

The depth of the center auxiliary groove portion is no 
less than 30% of the depth of the main grooves so that the 
excellent drainage can be maintained. 

Therefore, the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 20 
has an excellent effect to maintain the water absorption until 
the intermediate stage of wear. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 21. 



In the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 21, the angle 
formed between the end portion auxiliary groove portions and 
the neighborhood main grooves, in which the end portion 
auxiliary groove portions are not opened, is set within 30 
degrees so that the decrease in the rigidity in the vicinity 
of the openings of the end portion auxiliary groove portions 
to the main grooves is suppressed, thereby to suppress the peel 
in the vicinity of the openings to the main grooves after the 
run . 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 22. 

In the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 22, the end 
portion auxiliary groove portions are as deep as or shallower 
than the center auxiliary groove portion thereby to suppress 
the localized decrease in rigidity of the outer peripheral edge 
portions of the land portions. More preferably, by making the 
end portion auxiliary groove portions shallower than the 
auxiliary grooves, the rigidity of the outer peripheral edge 
portions of the land portions can be kept high as a whole to 
reliably resist bending deformation. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 23. 

In the invention as set forth in Claim 23, the depth of 
the end portion auxiliary groove portions is set to no less 
than 10 % but less than 30 % to make the drainage at the initial 



stage of wear compatible with and the rigidity of the land 
portions . 

If the depth of the end portion auxiliary groove portions 
is less than 10 % of the depth of the main grooves, it is 
impossible to obtain the sufficient draining action by the end 
portion auxiliary groove portions at the initial stage of wear. 

If the depth of the end portion auxiliary groove portions 
exceeds 30 % of the depth of the main grooves, on the other 
hand, the rigidity of the land portions decrease so much as 
to facilitate the bending deformation, thereby to deteriorate 
the dry performance. 

In the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 22 , generally, 
the groove depth of the end portion auxiliary groove portions 
is no less than 1 mm and no more than 4 mm. 

As the depth of the end portion auxiliary groove portions 
is set to no less than 1 mm and no more than 4 mm, the drainage 
at the initial stage of wear and the rigidity of the land 
portions are made compatible. 

If the depth of the end portion auxiliary groove portions 
is less than 1 mm, it is impossible to obtain a sufficient 
draining action by the end portion auxiliary groove portions 
at the initial stage of wear. 

If the depth of the end portion auxiliary groove portions 
exceeds 4 mm, on the other hand, the rigidity of the land 
portions decreases so much as to facilitate the bending 



deformation, thereby to deteriorate the dry performance. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 24. 

The auxiliary groove includes chamfered portions formed, 
at the two corner portions of the opening portions of said 
auxiliary groove at the tread, overall the longitudinal length 
of the auxiliary groove at each point of the longitudinal 
direction, so that the contact pressure of the edge portions 
of the auxiliary grooves at the ground contacting time can be 
lowered. For the applications where the high lateral and 
longitudinal forces frequently applied, the effect to reduce 
the contact pressure as described above is exhibited quite 
significantly, to improve the resistance against partial wear, 
the wear performance and the running performance. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 25. 

By forming the sectional shape of the chamfered portions 
into a gently bulging shape or a corner- rounded shape, it is 
possible to suppress the change in an abrupt ground contact 
pressure . 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 26. 

When the maximum of the depth H of the chamfered portions 
of the auxiliary grooves is less than 5 % of the groove depth 
of the auxiliary grooves, there is a decrease in the effect 
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to reduce the change in the contact pressure under the action 
of the lateral and longitudinal forces. 

When the maximum of the depth H of the chamfered portions 
of the auxiliary grooves is larger than 50 % of the groove depth 
D of the auxiliary grooves, the ground contact area is reduced 
too much. 

Therefore, it is preferred that the maximum of the depth 
H of the chamfered portions is set to no less than 5 % and no 
more than 50 % of the groove depth D of the auxiliary grooves. 

Therefore, the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 26 
has an excellent effect that the contact pressure of the edge 
portions of the auxiliary grooves can be reduced to an optimum 
level . 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 27. 

When the maximum of the length L of the chamfered portions , 
as measured in parallel with the contact face, exceeds 50 % 
of the maximum width W in the tire axial direction of the land 
portions having the auxiliary grooves, the ground contact area 
is reduced too much. 

If the maximum of the length L of the chamfered portions, 
as measured in parallel with the contact face, is less than 
5 % of the maximum width W in the tire axial direction of the 
land portions having the auxiliary grooves , there is a decrease 
in the effect to reduce the change in the contact pressure under 
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the action of the lateral and longitudinal forces. 

Therefore, it is preferred that the maximum of the length 
L of the chamfered portions is set to no less than 5 % and no 
more than 50 % of the maximum width w of the land portions in 
the tire axial direction. 

Therefore, the pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 27 
has an excellent effect to reduce the contact pressure of the 
edge portions of the auxiliary grooves to the optimum level. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 28. 

The distribution of the contact pressure in the land 
portions under the lateral force varies according to the shape 
of the land portions and the routes of the auxiliary grooves, 
but by gently changing the depth of the chamfered portions of 
the auxiliary grooves at the individual points in the 
longitudinal direction, the distribution of the contact 
pressure can be made even to exhibit the effects to improve 
the resistance against partial wear, the wear performance and 
the running performance. 

Here will be described the effects of the pneumatic tire 
as set forth in Claim 29. 

If the land portions do not have the chamfered portions 
at the land portion ends and the central portions of the 
auxiliary grooves, the contact pressure rises to an especially 
high level. By making the depth H of the chamfered portions 



larger than that of the remaining portions, there is an effect 
to homogenize the contact pressure. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a development of the tread of a pneumatic tire 
according to a first embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged diagram of a land portion. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged diagram of a land portion. 

Fig. 4 is a development of the tread of a pneumatic tire 
according to a second embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 5 is a development of the tread of a pneumatic tire 
according to a third embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged diagram of a land portion. 

Fig. 7 is a development of the tread of a pneumatic tire 
according to a fourth embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 8 is an enlarged diagram of a land portion. 

Fig. 9 is a development of the tread of a pneumatic tire 
according to a fifth embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 10A is a top plan view of the land portion of a 
pneumatic tire according to a sixth embodiment of the invention, 
and Fig. 10B is a sectional diagram of the land portion shown 
in Fig. 10A, taken along line 10B - 10B. 

Fig. 11 is a development of the tread of a pneumatic tire 
for a front wheel according to Example (of Test Example F) . 

Fig. 12 is a development of the tread of a pneumatic tire 
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for a rear wheel according to Example (of Test Example F) . 

Figs. 13A and 13B are top plan views of land portions 
having auxiliary grooves of the prior art. 

BEST MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 
[First Embodiment] 

A first embodiment of the pneumatic tire of the present 
invention will be described with reference to Figs. 1 to 3 . 

In the tread 12 of a pneumatic tire 10 of this embodiment, 
as shown in Fig. 1, there are formed, on the righthand side 
(as indicated by arrow R) of a tire equatorial plane CL, a main 
groove 14, a main groove 16 and a main groove 18 which extend 
in the tire circumferential directions (as indicated by arrow 
A and by arrow B) . On the lef thand side of the tire equatorial 
plane CL (as indicated by arrow L) , there are formed a plurality 
of main grooves 20 which are inclined at an angle no more than 
30 degrees with respect to the tire circumferential direction. 

An angle 01 of the main grooves 2 0 of this embodiment 
with respect to the tire circumferential direction (which is 
measured on the acute angle side, and is an angle formed between 
the circumferential direction and the tangential line of the 
groove center line, if curved) is set, so as to be larger on 
the lefthand shoulder side than on the side of the tire 
equatorial plane CL, such that the angle 01 is about 5 degrees 
with respect to the tire circumferential direction at the end 



portion of the main groove 2 0 on the tire equatorial plane CL 
side and about 28 degrees with respect to the tire 
circumferential direction at the end portion of the main groove 
20 on the shoulder side. 

In the tread 12, in addition, there are formed, on the 
righthand side of the tire equatorial plane CL, a plurality 
of main grooves 22 which intersect the main groove 14, the main 
groove 16 and the main groove 18. On the lefthand side of the 
equatorial plane CL, there are formed a plurality of main 
grooves 24 which intersect the main grooves 20. 

An angle 02 of the main grooves 22 of this embodiment 
with respect to the tire circumferential direction (which is 
measured on the acute angle side, and is an angle formed between 
the circumferential direction and the tangential line of the 
groove center line, if curved) is set so as to be larger on 
the righthand shoulder side than on the tire equatorial plane 
CL side, such that the angle 02 is about 60 degrees with respect 
to the tire circumferential direction at the end portion of 
the main groove 22 on the tire equatorial plane CL side and 
about 78 degrees with respect to the tire circumferential 
direction at the end portion of the main groove 22 on the 
shoulder side. 

Further, an angle 03 of the main grooves 24 of this 
embodiment with respect to the tire circumferential direction 
(which is measured on the acute angle side, and is an angle 



formed between the circumferential direction and the 
tangential line of the groove center line, if curved) ) is set 
so as to be larger on the lefthand shoulder side than on the 
tire equatorial plane CL side, such that the angle 63 is about 
60 degrees with respect to the tire circumferential direction 
at the end portion of the main groove 24 on the tire equatorial 
plane CL side and about 88 degrees with respect to the tire 
circumferential direction at the end portion of the main groove 
24 on the shoulder side. 

In this embodiment, all of these main groove 14, main 
groove 16, main groove 18, main grooves 20, main grooves 22 
and main grooves 24 are given an equal depth = 

On the tread 12, there are formed a plurality of 
quadrilateral land portions 26 by those main groove 14, main 
groove 16, main groove 18, main grooves 20, main grooves 22 
and main grooves 24. 

The individual land portions 26 are formed into 
quadrilateral shapes having two diagonal lines of different 
lengths . 

Auxiliary grooves 28 are formed in most of the plurality 
of land portions 26 excepting some land portions. 

Here will be specified the auxiliary grooves 28. These 
land portions 26 represented by the third one counted from the 
righthand-side end will be described in the following 
description with reference to Figs. 2 and 3. Here, the common 



specifications will be adopted for the auxiliary grooves 28 
of the remaining land portions 26. 

As shown in Fig. 2, it is preferred that each auxiliary 
groove 28 is formed in the central portion of the land portion 
26 and substantially along a shorter diagonal line 30S, as 
indicated by a double - dotted line, and that an angle 04 formed 
between the shorter diagonal line 30S and the auxiliary groove 
28 is set within ± 20 degrees. 

In this embodiment, the angle 04 formed between the 
shorter diagonal line 30S and the auxiliary groove 28 is 0 
degrees, that is, the auxiliary groove 28 is formed on the 
shorter diagonal line 30S. 

It is preferred that the auxiliary groove 28 has a depth 
of no less than 30 % of the depth of the main groove 14, the 
main groove 16, the main groove 18, the main grooves 20, the 
main grooves 22 and the main grooves 24. 

Moreover, it is preferred that the auxiliary groove 28 
is not opened in any of the main grooves (i.e. , the main groove 
14, the main groove 16, the main groove 18, the main grooves 
20, the main grooves 22 and the main grooves 24) , and that the 
auxiliary groove 28 is provided along the shorter diagonal line 
3 OS and set to have a length LI equal to or more than 30 % and 
less than 70 % of the length LO of the shorter diagonal line 
3 OS, as shown in Fig. 3. 

It is preferred that the shortest distance Lmin between 
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the end portion of the auxiliary groove 28 and the closest main 
groove is set within the range of 15 % or more to less than 
35 % of the length LO of the shorter diagonal line 30S. 

In this embodiment, the main groove 14, the main groove 
16, the main groove 18, the main grooves 20, the main grooves 
22 and the main grooves 24 are set to have a depth of 6 mm, 
and the auxiliary groove 28 is set to have a depth of 4 mm and 
a length LI of 47 % of the length LO of the shorter diagonal 
line 30S. 

Here, the shortest distance Lmin between the end portion 
of the auxiliary groove 28 and the closest main groove is set 
to 25 % of the length LO of the shorter diaconal line 30S 

It is preferred that the auxiliary groove 28 has a width 
W of 2 mm or less so as to suppress the decrease in the rigidity 
of the land portion 26 (the width W may be substantially zero, 
that is, the auxiliary groove 28 may be the so-called "sipe" ) . 

Here, the pneumatic tire 10 of this embodiment has a 
directional pattern, as shown in Fig. 1, and a size of 215/45R17 
and is used as the right front wheel so that it turns in the 
direction of arrow B when it runs. 
(Actions) 

(1) The auxiliary groove 28 is formed in the land portion 
26, so that the wet performance is improved by the increased 
edge factor and the water absorption of the auxiliary groove 
28 . 



(2) The auxiliary groove 28 is arranged on the shorter 
diagonal line 30S of the land portion 26, so that the land 
portion 26 can be divided into two triangles approximating 
equilateral triangles to minimize the decrease in rigidity, 
as caused by forming the auxiliary groove 28, of the land 
portion 26. 

As a result, the deformation of the land portion 26 is 
suppressed to maintain the dry performance. 

Here, the rigidity of the land portion 26 is decreased 
if the angle 03 formed between the shorter diagonal line 30S 
and the auxiliary groove 28 is beyond the range within 20 
degrees . 

(3) Although the ground contact pressure tends to 
concentrate at the central portion of the land portion 26 when 
the land portion 26 contacts the road surface, as the auxiliary 
groove 28 is formed in the central portion of the land portion 
26, the ground contact pressure can be dispersed to the two 
sides of the auxiliary groove 28 to alleviate the concentrated 
ground contact pressure at the central portion of the land 
portion 26. 

(4) As the auxiliary groove 28 is not opened to any of the 
main groove 14, the main groove 16, the main groove 18, the 
main grooves 20, the main grooves 22 and the main grooves 24, 
the decrease in the rigidity of the land portion 26 can be more 
effectively suppressed as compared with the case in which the 
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auxiliary groove 28 are opened to the main grooves. 

(5) The depth of the auxiliary groove 28 is about 67 % of 
that of the main groove 14 , the main groove 16, the main groove 
18, the main grooves 20 , the main grooves 22 and the main grooves 
24 (the auxiliary groove having the depth of 4 mm and the main 
groove having the depth of 6 mm) , so that the water absorption 
performance can be maintain until the intermediate stage of 
wear . 

(6) The length LI of the auxiliary groove 28 is set so as 
to be 47 % of the length L0 of the shorter diagonal line 30S, 
so that the wet performance and the dry performance are made 
compatible . 

(7) The shortest distance Lmin between the end portion of 
the auxiliary groove 28 and the main groove the closest to that 
end portion is set so as to be 25 % of the length L0 of the 
shorter diagonal line 30S, so that the rigidity of the land 
portion 26 can be maintained. 

Here, if the shortest distance Lmin between the end 
portion of the auxiliary groove 28 and the closest main groove 
becomes less than 15 % of the length L0 of the shorter diagonal 
line 30S, the end portion of the auxiliary groove 28 comes 
excessively closer to the main groove so that the rigidity of 
the land portion 26 is decreased. 
[Second Embodiment] 

A second embodiment of the pneumatic tire of the 



invention will be described with reference to Fig. 4. Here, 
the same constructions as those of the first embodiment are 
designated by the common reference numerals, and their 
description will be omitted. 

As shown in Fig. 4, end portion grooves 32 are connected 
to the two end portions of the auxiliary groove 28, 
respectively . 

The end portion grooves 32 are formed in parallel with 
w the adjacent main grooves 22 or main grooves 24 and opened, 

M at the shortest distances, to the shoulder ends and the main 

grooves which are the closest to the end portions of the 
j~ auxiliary grooves 2 8 (i.e., the main grooves 14, the main 

J;1 grooves 16, the main grooves 18 and the main grooves 20 

*jj positioned in the tire width direction in the present 

PI 

. embodiment) . 

The end portion grooves 32 is set to have a depth smaller 
than that of the auxiliary groove 28. 

The end portion grooves 32 of this embodiment are set 
to have a depth of 2 mm, which is about 33 % of the depth of 
6 mm of the main groove 14, the main groove 16, the main groove 
18, the main grooves 22 and the main grooves 24. 

Here, the pneumatic tire 10 of this embodiment has a 
directional pattern, as shown in Fig. 4, and the size of 
215/45R17. The tire is used as the right front wheel so that 
it turns in the direction of arrow B when it runs. 
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(Actions) 

Further, the angle formed between the end portion groove 
32 and the auxiliary groove 28 is made obtuse so that the flow 
resistance experienced in the grooves can be suppressed to 
effectively drain the water in the auxiliary groove 28 to the 
main grooves. 

The end portion grooves 32 are arranged substantially 
in parallel with the neighborhood main grooves to which the 
end portions grooves 32 are not opened, so that the decrease 
in rigidity, caused by forming the end portion grooves 32, of 
the land portion 26 can be most effectively suppressed. The 
end portion grooves 32 are made shallower than the auxiliary 
groove 28, so as to have a depth of about 33 % of the depth 
of the main grooves, so that the rigidity of the outer 
peripheral edge portion of the land portion 26 can be kept in 
its entirety to maintain the rigidity of the land portion 26 
and excellent dry performance. 

Here, if the depth of the end portion grooves 32 is less 
than 10 % of the depth of the main grooves, the drainage at 
the end portion grooves 32 cannot be obtained at the initial 
stage of wear . 

When the end portion grooves 32 disappear due to ware, 
the tread surface has been roughened so as to have 
irregularities thereon, so that the sufficient draining effect 
is obtained by the dented portions formed in the tread surface. 



When the depth of the end portion grooves 32 exceeds 30 % 
of the depth of the main grooves, the land portion 26 is 
deteriorated in its rigidity so that it is susceptible to 
bending and deteriorates the dry performance. 

Here in this embodiment, the two end portion grooves 32 
are both opened to the main grooves of the tire axial direction. 
However, a structure in which at least one of the end portion 
grooves 32 are opened to the main grooves of the tire 
circumferential direction is also acceptable. 

When the land portion 26 is divided into the two small 
land portions by the auxiliary groove 2 8 and the two end portion 
grooves 32, it is preferred that the end portion grooves 32 
are arranged symmetrically with respect to a point, as in this 
embodiment, to substantially equalize the areas of the two 
small land portions. 
[Third Embodiment] 

A third embodiment of the pneumatic tire of the invention 
will be described with reference to Fig. 5. 

In the tread 12 of the pneumatic tire 10 of this 
embodiment, as shown in Fig. 5, there is formed a main groove 
34 which is extended, on the righthand side of the tire 
equatorial plane CL and in the tire circumferential direction. 
On the righthand side of the main groove 34, there are formed 
a plurality of main grooves 36 which are inclined at an angle 
05 (e.g., about 25 degrees in this embodiment) with respect 
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to the tire circumferential direction. 

In the tread 12, moreover, there are formed a plurality 
of main grooves 34, main grooves 36, and main grooves 42 which 
intersect the main groove 38 and main grooves 40. 

In the tread 12, there are formed a plurality of 
triangular land portions 44 and quadrilateral land portions 
46 by those main groove 34 , main grooves 3 6 , and the main grooves 
42 intersecting the main grooves 38 to 40. 

Each quadrilateral land portion 46 is a quadrilateral 
having two diagonal lines of different lengths. 

Auxiliary grooves 48 and end portion grooves 50 are 
formed in most of the plurality of land portions 46 except for 
some land portions, as in the auxiliary grooves 28 and the end 
portion grooves 32 of the second embodiment. 

Here, the auxiliary grooves 48 and the end portion 
grooves 50 are specified on their positions and sizes like the 
auxiliary grooves 28 and the end portion grooves 32 of the first 
and second embodiments. 

Therefore, the pneumatic tire 10 of this embodiment can 
attain actions and effects similar to those of the first and 
second embodiments . 

Here, the pneumatic tire 10 of this embodiment shown in 
Fig. 5 has a directional pattern, as in Fig. 4, and the size 
of 215/45R17. The tire is used as the right front wheel so that 
it turns in the direction of arrow B when it runs. 
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(Test Example A) 

There were prepared tires of totally five different kinds 
including tires of one kind having no auxiliary groove formed 
in the land portions and tires of four kinds having auxiliary 
grooves of different directions, and the tires were compared 
on the wet performance and the dry performance. 

These test tires will be described hereinafter. 

All the tires of Test Example 1 to Test Example 5 have 
the tread pattern shown in Fig. 1. 

Tires of Test Example 1: The tires having no auxiliary 
groove formed in the land portion (as should be referred to 
the following Table 2) . 

Tires of Test Example 2: The tires having the auxiliary 
grooves formed in parallel with the main grooves of the tire 
circumferential direction (as should be referred to the 
following Table 2) . 

Tires of Test Example 3: The tires having the auxiliary 
grooves formed on the shorter diagonal lines (i.e., the tires 
of the first embodiment) . 

Tires of Test Example 4: The tires having the auxiliary 
grooves formed on the longer diagonal lines (as should be 
referred to the following Table 2) . 

Tires of Test Example 5: The tires having the auxiliary 
grooves formed in parallel with the main grooves of the tire 
axial direction (as should be referred to the following Table 



2) . 

Here in all these Tires: the main grooves have a depth 
of 6 mm; the auxiliary grooves have a length of 47 % of the 
length of the shorter diagonal lines (wherein the shortest 
distance between the end portion of the auxiliary groove and 
the closest main groove is 21 % of the length of the shorter 
diagonal line) ; and the auxiliary grooves have a depth of 4 
mm . 

Here will be described the testing method. 

Wet Performance: A car having the test tires was driven 
at a test course (having a wet road surface) . The evaluations 
were made in terms of the feelings of the test driver. 

Dry Performance: A car having the test tires was driven 
at a test course (having a dry road surface) . The evaluations 
were made in terms of the feelings of the test driver. 

The evaluations are enumerated in the following Table 
2 . Here, the evaluations were made according to the standards, 
as enumerated in the following Table 1. 
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Table 1: 

Points 
+ 5 
+ 4 
+ 3 
+ 2 

+ 1 

BH. 

g o 

£3 -i 




-3 
-4 

-5 



Very Good 
Rather Good 
Good 

Slightly Good 

(Evaluable for Ordinary Driver) 
Very slightly Good 

(Evaluable for Test Driver) 
Standard 

(by Tires with No Auxiliary Groove in 
Land Portions ) 
Very slightly Bad 

(Evaluable for Test Driver) 
Slightly Bad 

(Evaluable for Ordinary Driver) 
Bad 

Rather Bad 
Very Bad 
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Table 2: 
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It has been found from the test results that Tires of 
Test Example 3 according to the invention exhibit a dry 
performance equivalent to that of Tire of Test Example 1 having 
no auxiliary groove and have the best wet performance. 
(Test Example B) 

There were prepared tires of totally five different kinds 
including; tires of one kind having no auxiliary groove and 
no end portion groove formed in the land portions; tires of 
one kind having only auxiliary grooves formed therein; and 
tires of three kinds having auxiliary grooves and end portion 
grooves of different depths, and the tires were compared on 
the wet performance and the dry performance. 

Here will be described the test tires. 

All the tires of Test Example 1 to Test Example 5 have 
the tread pattern shown in Fig. 4. 

Tires of Test Example 1: The tires having no auxiliary 
groove formed in the land portion (as should be referred to 
the following Table 3) . 

Tires of Test Example 2: The tires having the auxiliary 
grooves of a depth of 4 mm formed in parallel with the main 
grooves of the tire circumferential direction (as should be 
referred to the following Table 3) . 

Tires of Test Example 3: The tires having end portion 
grooves of a depth of 4 mm formed on the two end portions of 
auxiliary grooves of a depth of 4 mm (as should be referred 
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to the following Table 3) . 

Tires of Test Example 4: The tires having end portion 
grooves of a depth of 2 mm formed at the two end portions of 
auxiliary grooves of a depth of 4 mm (as should be referred 
to the following Table 3) . 

Tires of Test Example 5: The tires having end portion 
grooves of a depth of 2 mm formed on the two end portions of 
auxiliary grooves of a depth of 2 mm (as should be referred 
to the following Table 3) . 

Here in all these Tires, the main grooves have a depth 
of 6 mm, and the auxiliary grooves have a length of 47 % of 
the length of the shorter diagonal line. 

The testing method and the evaluation standards of the 
wet performance and the dry performance are similar to those 
of Test Example 1. 

The evaluations are enumerated in the following Table 
3, which also includes the result of lap times at the tests. 
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Table 3: 
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From the test results, it has been found on the wet 
performance that the wet performance was improved better for 
the tires of Test Examples 3 to 5 having the end portion grooves 
added than for the tires of Test Example 2 having only the 
auxiliary grooves . However, the tires of Test Example 3 having 
the end portion grooves made as deep as the auxiliary grooves 
exhibited deteriorated rigidity in the land portion, to 
significantly decrease the dry performance. 
(Test C) 

There were prepared tires of one kind having no auxiliary 
groove and no end portion groove formed in the land portions, 
and tires of two kinds having auxiliary grooves formed therein 
and having end portion grooves of different positions. These 
tires were compared on the wet performance and the dry 
performance . 

The tires of Test Example 1 to Test Example 3 have the 
tread pattern shown in Fig. 4. 

Tires of Test Example 1: The tires having no auxiliary 
groove formed in the land portion (as should be referred to 
the following Table 4) . 

Tires of Test Example 2: The tires having the end portion 
grooves formed in parallel with the main grooves positioned 
in the tire circumferential direction (as should be referred 
to the following Table 4) . 

Tires of Test Example 3 : The tires having one of the end 



portion grooves formed in parallel with the main grooves 
positioned in the tire axial direction (as should be referred 
to the following Table 4) . 

Here in all these Tires: the main grooves have a depth 
of 6 mm; the auxiliary grooves have a length of 47 % of the 
length of the shorter diagonal line; and the end portion grooves 
have a depth of 2 mm. 

The testing method and the evaluation standards of the 
wet performance and the dry performance are similar to those 
of Test Example 2 . 

The evaluations are enumerated in the following Table 
4.. which also includes the results of lap times at the tests. 
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Table 4: 
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Shape 


0 






WP 
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+ 4 


+ 3 


LT 


7 0. 5 


6 8. 5 


6 8. 7 


DP 
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0 


0 


LT 


6 0 


6 0. 2 


6 0. 3 



In Table 4, 

WP: Wet Performance 
LT: Lap Time (sec.) 
DP : Dry Performance 



It has been found from the test results that the wet 
performance is more excellent for the tires having the end 
portion grooves formed in parallel with the main grooves 
adjacent in the tire circumferential direction than for the 
tires having one of the end portion grooves formed in parallel 
with the main grooves adjacent in the tire axial direction, 
and that the dry performance is made compatible with the wet 
performance in the former case. 

•i & 

(Test Examp 1 e D ) 

;fj There were prepared tires of five different kinds each 

*H having end portion grooves in different directions, and the 

^ tires were compared on the durability of the land portions. 

Here will be described the test tires. 

M 

K All the tires of Test Example 1 to Test Example 5 have 

T 4 the tread pattern shown in Fig. 1, but have the auxiliary 

grooves and the end portion grooves formed in only the 
second- row land portions counted from the right end. 

Tires of Test Example 1: The tires in which the angle 
of the end portion grooves with respect to the main grooves 
adjacent in the tire circumferential direction is -30 degrees 
(as should be referred to the following Table 5) . Here, the 
symbol " - (minus)" of the angle means that the end portion 
grooves are inclined in such a direction that the openings 
thereof to the main grooves approach the main grooves adjacent 
in the tire circumferential direction. 
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Tires of Test Example 2: The tires in which the end 
portion grooves have an angle (as described above) of -15 
degrees (as should be referred to the following Table 5) . 

Tires of Test Example 3: The tires in which the end 
portion grooves have an angle (as described above) of 0 degrees 
(as should be referred to the following Table 5) . 

Tires of Test Example 4: The tires in which the end 
portion grooves have an angle (as described above) of +15 
degrees (as should be referred to the following Table 5) . 

Tires of Test Example 5: The tires in which the end 
portion grooves have an angle (as described above) of +30 
degrees (as should be referred to the following Table 5) . 

Here, the land portion having the auxiliary groove and 
the end portion grooves has sizes, as shown in Fig. 6. In all 
these Tires, the main grooves have a depth of 6 mm, and the 
auxiliary grooves have a length of 50 % of the length of the 
shorter diagonal lines and a depth of 2 mm. 

Here will be described the testing method. 

The tests were conducted by driving a car having the test 
tires attached thereon on a test course (one lap took 60 
seconds) fifteen laps. 

Here, the results were evaluated by assigning "O" for 
the tires having no peel generated on the tread (here, "the 
tread" means the opening portions of the end portion grooves 
where the end portion grooves are open to the main groove sides, 
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as indicated by arrows in the Table) after 15 laps and by 
assigning" X" for the tires having a peel generated thereon 
after 15 laps. 

The results are enumerated by the following Table 5. 
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Table 5: 
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It has been found that, when the angle of the end portion 
grooves was within ± 15 degrees, the test results were good. 
(Test Example E) 

There were prepared tires of totally five different kinds 
including tires of one kind having no auxiliary groove formed 
in the land portions and tires of four kinds having auxiliary 
grooves formed in the land portions and each having different 
lengths of the auxiliary grooves. The tires were compared on 
the wet performance and the dry performance. 

Here will be described the test tires. 

All the tires of Test Example 1 to Test Example 5 have 
the tread pattern shown in Fig. 4. 

The tires of Test Example 1 have no auxiliary groove 
formed in the land portions, and all the tires of Test Example 
2 to Test Example 5 have the auxiliary grooves formed in the 
individual land portions but these example tires each have 
different lengths of the auxiliary grooves (as should be 
referred to the following Table 6) . 

In all the tires, the main grooves have a depth of 6 mm, 
and the auxiliary grooves have a depth of 4 mm. The lengths 
of the auxiliary grooves, as enumerated in the Table, are 
exponentially expressed by setting, as the reference value, 
the length of the auxiliary grooves taken across the land 
portions along the shorter diagonal lines as 100. 

Here, the testing methods are similar to those of Test 
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Table 6 : 
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The evaluation result of » -3" or lower is regarded as 
"not suitable" for the lengths of the auxiliary grooves here, 
and it has been found from the test results that the range of 
30 % (between 20 % and 40 %) to 70 % (or less than 80 %) is 
good with respect the compatibility of the wet performance with 
the dry performance. 
[Fourth Embodiment] 

A fourth embodiment of the pneumatic tire of the 
invention will be described with reference to Figs. 7 and 8. 

In the tread 12 of a pneumatic tire 10 of this embodiment, 
as shown in Fig. 7, there are formed, on the righthand side 
(as indicated by arrow R) of a tire equatorial plane CL, a main 
groove 14, a main groove 16 and a main groove 18 which extend 
in the tire circumferential directions (as indicated by arrow 
A and by arrow B) . On the lef thand side of the tire equatorial 
plane CL (as indicated by arrow L) , there are formed a plurality 
of main grooves 20 which are inclined at an angle no more than 
30 degrees with respect to the tire circumferential direction. 

An angle 01 of the main grooves 2 0 of this embodiment 
with respect to the tire circumferential direction (which is 
measured on the acute angle side, and is an angle formed between 
the circumferential direction and the tangential line of the 
groove center line, if curved) is set so as to be larger on 
the lef thand shoulder side than on the tire equatorial plane 
CL side, such that the angle 01 is about 5 degrees with respect 
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to the tire circumferential direction at the end portion of 
the main groove 20 on the tire equatorial plane CL side and 
about 28 degrees with respect to the tire circumferential 
direction at the end portion of the main groove 20 on the 
shoulder side . 

In the tread 12, moreover, there are formed, on the 
righthand side of the tire equatorial plane CL, a plurality 
of main grooves 22 which intersect the main grooves 14, the 
main groove 16 and the main groove 18. On the lefthand side, 
there are formed a plurality of main grooves 24 which intersect 
the main grooves 20. 

An angle 02 of the main grooves 22 of this embodiment 
with respect to the tire circumferential direction (which is 
measured on the acute angle side, and is an angle formed between 
the circumferential direction and the tangential line of the 
groove center line, if curved) is set so as to be larger on 
the righthand shoulder side than on the tire equatorial plane 
CL side, such that the angle 62 is about 60 degrees with respect 
to the tire circumferential direction at the end portion of 
the main groove 22 on the tire equatorial plane CL side and 
about 78 degrees with respect to the tire circumferential 
direction at the end portion of the main groove 22 on the 
shoulder side. 

In addition, an angle 03 of the main grooves 24 of this 
embodiment with respect to the tire circumferential direction 
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(which is measured on the acute angle side, and is an angle 
formed between the circumferential direction and the 
tangential line of the groove center line, if curved) is set 
so as to be larger on the lefthand shoulder side than on the 
tire equatorial plane CL side, such that the angle 03 is about 
60 degrees with respect to the tire circumferential direction 
at the end portion of the main grooves 24 on the tire equatorial 
plane CL side and about 88 degrees with respect to the tire 
circumferential direction at the end portion of the main groove 
24 on the shoulder side. 

In this embodiment, all of these main groove 14, main 
groove 16, main groove 18, main grooves 20, main grooves 22 
and main grooves 24 are given an equal depth. 

On the tread 12, there are formed a plurality of 
quadrilateral land portions 26 by those main groove 14, main 
groove 16, main groove 18, main grooves 20, main grooves 22 
and main grooves 24. 

The individual land portions 26 are formed into 
quadrilateral shapes having two diagonal lines of different 
lengths . 

Auxiliary grooves 28 are formed in most of the plurality 
of land portions 26 expect for some land portions. 

Here will be specified the auxiliary grooves 28. The 
land portions 26 represented by the third one counted from the 
righthand side end will be described hereinafter with 



reference to Fig. 8. Here, the common specifications will be 
adopted for the auxiliary grooves 2 8 of the remaining land 
portions 26 . 

As shown in Fig. 8, the auxiliary groove 2 8 is formed 
of: a central auxiliary groove portion 28A arranged at the 
central portion of the land portion 26; end portion auxiliary 
groove portions 28B opened to the main grooves closest to the 
end portions of the central auxiliary groove portion 28A; and 
arcuate connecting portions 28C connecting the central 
auxiliary groove portion 28A and the end portion auxiliary 
groove portions 28B. 

In order to reduce the flow resistance of water, it is 
preferred that the connecting portions 28C have a radius of 
curvature of no less than 3 mm and no more than 10 mm. 

It is preferred that the central auxiliary groove portion 
28A is formed in the central portion of the land portion 26 
and substantially along a shorter diagonal line 30S, as 
indicated by a double - dotted line, and that the angle formed 
between the shorter diagonal line 30S and the central auxiliary 
groove portion 28A is within ± 20 degrees. In this embodiment, 
the angle between the shorter diagonal line 30S and the central 
auxiliary groove portion 28A is 0 degrees, that is, the central 
auxiliary groove portion 28A is formed on the shorter diagonal 
line 30S. 

It is preferred that the central auxiliary groove portion 
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28A has a depth of no less than 30 % of the depth of the main 
groove 14, the main groove 16, the main groove 18, the main 
grooves 20, the main grooves 22 and the main grooves 24. 

It is further preferred that the length LI {i.e., the 
distance between intersections of the extension of the central 
auxiliary groove portion 28A with the extension of the end 
portion auxiliary groove portions 28B) of the central 
auxiliary groove portion 28A is set so as to be no more than 
30 % and less than 70 % of the length L0 of the shorter diagonal 
line 30S. 

In this embodiment: the main groove 14, the main groove 
16, the main groove 18, the main grooves 20, the main grooves 
22 and the main grooves 24 are set so as to have a depth of 
6 mm; the central auxiliary groove portion 28A is set so as 
to have a depth of 2 mm and a length LI which is about 47 % 
of the length L0 of the shorter diagonal line 3 OS; and the end 
portion auxiliary groove portions 28B are set so as to have 
a depth of 2 mm . 

Further, it is preferred that the auxiliary groove 28 
has a width W of 2 mm or less so as to suppress the decrease 
in the rigidity of the land portion 26 (or the width W may be 
substantially zero, that is, the auxiliary groove 28 may be 
the so-called "sipe") . 

As shown in Fig. 7, the pneumatic tire 10 of this 
embodiment has a directional pattern and a size of 215/45R17. 



The tire is used as the right front wheel so that it turns in 
the direction of arrow B when it runs. Here, the pneumatic 
tire to be used as the left front tire has a pattern symmetric 
to that of Fig. 7. 
(Actions) 

(1) The auxiliary groove 28 is formed across in the land 
portion 2 6 so that the wet performance is improved by the 
increased edge factor and the good water absorption and 
drainage achieved by the auxiliary groove 28. Here, the water 
which has been absorbed by the auxiliary groove 28 is drained 
through the end portion auxiliary groove portions 28B to the 
main grooves . 

Moreover, the end portion auxiliary groove portions 28B 
are opened, at the shortest distance, into the main grooves 
which is the closest to the end portions of the auxiliary 
grooves 2 8 so that the length of the end portion auxiliary 
groove portions can be shortened as much as possible . Further, 
as the connecting portions 28C are formed into the arcuate shape, 
the absorbed water can be efficiently drained into the main 
grooves . 

Here, when the radius of curvature of the connection 
portions 28C is less than 3 mm, the concentration of stress 
in the vicinity of the connection portions 28C cannot be 
alleviated, thereby to facilitate occurrence of cracks. In 
addition, the distribution of stress becomes uneven in the 



vicinity of the connection portions 28C, so that the heel- 
and- toe wear is likely to occur . Moreover, the flow resistance 
rises at the connection portions 28C to deteriorate the 
drainage . 

(2) The central auxiliary groove portion 2 8A is arranged on 
the shorter diagonal line 3 OS of the land portion 26 so that 
the land portion 26 can be divided into two triangles 
approximating equilateral triangles, to prevent the land 
portion 26 from becoming weak in a specific direction and to 
minimize the decrease in the rigidity of the land portion 26. 
As a result, the deformation of the land portion 26 is 
suppressed to maintain excellent dry performance. 

Here, the rigidity of the land portion 26 is decreased 
if the angle 03 formed between the shorter diagonal line 30S 
and the central auxiliary groove portion 28A is beyond the range 
within ± 20 degrees. 

When the radius of curvature of the connection portions 
28C exceeds 10 mm, the length of the central auxiliary groove 
portion 28A is reduced so much that it cannot exhibit its 
intrinsic function (i.e., the function to divide the land 
portion 26 into the two triangles approximating equilateral 
triangles to prevent the land portion 26 from becoming weak 
in a specific direction) . 

(3) Although the ground contact pressure tends to 
concentrate at the central portion of the land portion 26 when 
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the land portion 26 contacts the road surface, as the central 
auxiliary groove portion 28A is formed in the central portion 
of the land portion 26, the ground contact pressure can be 
dispersed to the two sides of the auxiliary groove 28 to 
alleviate the concentrated ground contact pressure at the 
central portion of the land portion 26. 

(4) The depth of the central auxiliary groove portion 28A 
is about 33 % of that of the main groove 14, the main groove 
16, the main groove 18, the main grooves 20, the main grooves 
22 and the main grooves 24 (the central auxiliary groove portion 
28A has the depth of 2 mm and the main groove has the depth 
of 6 mm) , so that sufficient drainage of the land portion 26 
can be maintained. 

(5) The length LI of the central auxiliary groove portion 
28A is set so as to be 47 % of the length L0 of the shorter 
diagonal line 3 OS, so that the wet performance and the dry 
performance are made compatible. 

Here, when the length LI of the central auxiliary groove 
portion 28A exceeds 70 % of the length LO of the shorter diagonal 
line 30S, the rigidity of the land portion 26 decrease, to 
deteriorate the dry performance. 

(6) The end portion auxiliary groove portions 28B are set 
so as to have a depth equivalent to that of the central auxiliary 
groove portion 2 8A, and the end portion auxiliary groove 
portions 28B are set so as to have a depth of about 33 % of 



the depth of the main grooves, so that the rigidity of the outer 
peripheral edge portion of the land portion 26 can be maintained 
in its entirety, whereby the rigidity of the land portion 26 
and the dry performance are both sufficiently maintained. 

When the depth of the end portion auxiliary groove 
portions 28B exceeds 30 % of the depth of the main grooves, 
the land portion 26 is deteriorated in its rigidity so that 
it is susceptable to bending deformation and the dry 
performance deteriorates . 

Here in this embodiment, the two end portion auxiliary 
groove portions 28B are both opened to the main grooves of the 
tire axial direction. However, a structure in which at least 
one of the end portion auxiliary groove portions are opened 
to the main grooves of the tire circumferential direction is 
also acceptable. 

When the land portion 26 is divided into the two small 
land portions by the central auxiliary groove portion 28A, the 
two end portion auxiliary groove portions 2 8B and the 
connection portions 28C, it is preferred that the paired end 
portion auxiliary groove portions 28B are arranged 
symmetrically with respect to a point, as in this embodiment, 
to substantially equalize the areas of the two small land 
portions . 
[Fifth Embodiment] 

A fifth embodiment of the pneumatic tire of the invention 



will be described with reference to Fig. 9. 

A pneumatic tire 50 of this fifth embodiment is the tire 
for a left rear wheel, as used in pair with the pneumatic tire 
10 (for the front wheel) of the fourth embodiment. Here, the 
pneumatic tire to be used for the right rear wheel has a pattern 
symmetric to that of Fig. 9. 

Here, for the same constructions as those of the fourth 
embodiment, the description thereof will be omitted by 
designating the common numerals thereto. In addition, the 
pneumatic tire 50 of this embodiment has a size of 245/45R17. 

In the tread 12 of the pneumatic tire 50 of this 
embodiment, as shown in Fig. 9, there are formed on the lef thand 
side (as indicated by arrow R) main grooves 32, 34, 36, 38, 
40 and 42 which extend in the tire circumferential directions 
(as indicated by arrow A and by arrow B) . On the righthand 
side (as indicated by arrow L) , there are formed a plurality 
of main grooves 44 which are inclined at an angle no more than 
40 degrees with respect to the tire circumferential direction. 

An angle 01 of the main grooves 44 of this embodiment 
formed with respect to the tire circumferential direction 
(which is measured on the acute angle side, and is an angle 
formed between the circumferential direction and the 
tangential line of the groove center line, if curved) is set 
so as to be larger on the righthand shoulder side than on the 
side of the tire equatorial plane CL, such that the angle is 
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about 5 degrees with respect to the tire circumferential 
direction at the end portion on the side of the tire equatorial 
plane CL and about 32 degrees with respect to the tire 
circumferential direction at the end portion on the shoulder 
side . 

In the tread 12, moreover, there are formed on the 
lef thand side a plurality of main grooves 46 which extend from 
the lefthand shoulder side toward the main groove 38 and 
intersect the main grooves 32, 34 and 36. On the righthand 
side, there are formed a plurality of main grooves 48 which 
extend from the righthand shoulder side toward the main groove 
38 and intersect the main grooves 40, 42 and 4 (44). 

An angle 02 of the main grooves 46 of this embodiment 
formed with respect to the tire circumferential direction 
(which is measured on the acute angle side, and is an angle 
formed between the circumferential direction and the 
tangential line of the groove center line, if curved) is set 
so as to be larger on the lefthand shoulder side, such that 
the angle is about 55 degrees with respect to the tire 
circumferential direction at the end portion on the side of 
the tire equatorial plane CL and about 90 degrees with respect 
to the tire circumferential direction at the end portion on 
the shoulder side. 

An angle 63 of the main grooves 4 8 of this embodiment 
formed with respect to the tire circumferential direction 



(which is measured on the acute angle side, and is an angle 
formed between the circumferential direction and the 
tangential line of the groove center line, if curved) is set 
so as to be larger on the righthand shoulder side, such that 
the angle is about 55 degrees with respect to the tire 
circumferential direction at the end portion on the side of 
the tire equatorial plane CL and about 88 degrees with respect 
to the tire circumferential direction at the end portion on 
the shoulder side. 

In this embodiment, all of these main grooves 32, 34 , 
36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46 and 48 are given an equal depth. 

On the tread 12, there are formed a plurality of 
quadrilateral land portions 52 by those main grooves 32, 34, 
36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46 and 48. In these land port ions 52 , there 
are formed the auxiliary grooves 28 which are specified as in 
the fourth embodiment. 

In the pneumatic tire 50 of this embodiment, therefore, 
there are obtained actions and effect similar to those of the 
pneumatic tire 10 of the fourth embodiment. 
[Sixth Embodiment] 

A sixth embodiment of the pneumatic tire of the invention 
will be described with reference to Figs . 10A and 10B . As shown 
in Figs. 10A and 10B, chamfered portions 54 are formed at the 
two corner portions of the auxiliary groove 28 of the land 
portion 2 6 . 
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The chamfered portions 54 are formed throughout the 
length of the auxiliary groove 28. 

It is preferred that the chamfered portions 54 have a 
gently bulging shape (e.g., an arcuate shape having a single 
radius of curvature, a shape formed by combining a plurality 
of arcs of different curvatures) , when viewed in a section 
normal to the longitudinal direction of the auxiliary groove 
2 8 , as shown in Fig . 1 OB . 

The maximum value of the depth H of the chamfered portions 
54 is preferably within the range of no less than 5 % to no 
more than 50 % of the groove depth D of the auxiliary groove 
28 and is more preferably within the range of no less than 10 % 
to no more than 3 0 %. 

The effect of reducing the change in the ground contact 
pressure under the influence of the lateral and longitudinal 
forces is decreased, if the maximum of the depth H of the 
chamfered portions 54 is less than 5 % of the groove depth D. 
On the other hand, the ground contact area is reduced too much 
if the depth maximum is more than 50 % of the groove depth D. 

The maximum value of the length L of the chamfered 
portions 54, as measured in parallel with the ground contact 
face in a section normal to the longitudinal direction of the 
auxiliary groove 28, is preferably within the range of no less 
5 % to no more than 50 % of the maximum width W of the land 
portion 26 in the tire axial direction, and is more preferably 



within the range of no less than 10 % to no more than 30 %. 

The ground contact area is reduced too much, if the 
maximum of the length L of the chamfered portions 54 exceeds 
50 % of the maximum width W of the land portion 2 6 in the tire 
axial direction. On the other hand, the effect to reduce the 
change in the ground contact pressure under the influence of 
the lateral and longitudinal forces is decreased if the maximum 
length is less than 5 %. 

It is preferred that the depth H of the chamfered portions 
54 is larger, at the ends and the central portion of the land 
portion in the auxiliary groove 28, than at the remaining 
portions of the auxiliary groove 28. Without the chamfered 
portions 54 at the land portion ends and the central portion 
of the auxiliary groove 28, the contact pressure is seriously 
raised at the land portion 26 . Accordingly, by making the depth 
H larger than that of the remaining portions , the ground contact 
pressure is effectively made even. 

The distribution of the ground contact pressure in the 
land portion 26 while the lateral force is acting thereon varies 
according to the shape of the land portion 26 or the route of 
the auxiliary groove 28. By mildly changing the depth H of 
the chamfered portions 54 of the auxiliary groove 28 at the 
individual points in the longitudinal direction, however, the 
distribution of the ground contact pressure can be effectively 
made even, whereby and the resistance against partial wear, 
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the wear performance and the running performance are also 

improved. 

(Test Examp 1 e F ) 

There were prepared tires of two kinds for the test 
examples. These tires were attached by a car, and this car 
was run on the test course having a dry road surface to measure 
the best lap time and an average lap time (for ten laps) . At 
the same time, the partial wear (i.e., the heel-and-toe) and 
the state of generation of cracks were observed after a run 
of a predetermined distance. Moreover, there was also 
examined the grip-maintaining property at the time of running. 

The tires of Test Example 1 are pneumatic tires 60 (for 
the front wheels) shown in Fig. 11 and pneumatic tires 62 (for 
the rear wheels) shown in Fig. 12. In the auxiliary groove 
28, as formed in the land portion 26 of the tires 60 and 62 
of Test Example 1, the central auxiliary groove portion 28A 
and the end portion auxiliary groove portions 28B are directly 
jointed to each other, and these jointed portions between the 
central auxiliary groove portion 28A and the end portion 
auxiliary groove portions 28B are sharply angled (not 
rounded) . 

The tires of Test Example 2 are the pneumatic tires 10 
(for the front wheels) of the fourth embodiment and the tires 
50 (for the rear wheels) of the second embodiment. 

The evaluations of the lap time were exponentially 
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expressed with respect to the reference time "100" of Test 
Example 1* The smaller exponent indicates the shorter lap 
time . 

The evaluations of the partial wear were exponentially 
expressed with respect to the magnitude of the step of the 
heel-and-toe wear "100" as the reference which had occurred 
at the land portions of the tires of Test Example 1 . The smaller 
exponent indicates the less partial wear and the higher 
excellence in the partial -wear resistance property. 

The evaluations of the cracks were exponentially 
expressed with respect to the number of cracks " 100" as the 
reference which had been formed in the land portion of the tires 
of Test Example 1. The smaller exponent indicates the smaller 
number of cracks formed and the higher excellence in the 
crack-resistance properties . 

The grip -maintaining property is evaluated according to 
the feeling of the driver, and these evaluations were 
exponentially expressed with respect to the reference value 
"100" of the tires of Test Example 1. The larger exponent 
indicates the better grip -maintaining property. 
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Table 7: 



Comparison Embodiment 



(Best) Lap Time 



100 



98 



(Average) Lap Time 



100 



80 



Partial-Wear Resistance property 



100 



80 



Crack -Resistance Properties 



100 



50 



Grip -Maintaining Property 



100 



125 



(Test Example G) 

There were prepared tires of two kinds for the test 
examples. These tires were attached by a car, and this car 
was run on the test course having a dry road surface to measure 
the best lap time and an average lap time (for ten laps) . At 
the same time, the partial wear (i.e., the heel-and-toe) and 
the state of generation of cracks were observed after a run 
of a predetermined distance. Moreover, there were also 
examined the grip-maintaining property and the aquaplaning 
level during the running. 

The aquaplaning level was evaluated according to the 
feeling of the test driver, and its evaluations were 
exponentially expressed with respect to the reference value 
"100" of Test Example 1. The larger exponent indicates the 
higher aquaplaning level. 



Table 8: 

Comparative Ex. Example 

(Best) Lap Time 100 98 

(Average) Lap Time 100 80 

Partial Wear Resistance 100 80 

Cracking-resistance Properties 100 50 

Grip-Maintaining Properties 100 125 

Aquaplaning Level 100 125 

From the test results, it is found that the tires of Test 
Example 2 are superior to the tires of Test Example 1 for all 
the items of tests of running on the wet road surface. 
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Amendment Under Article 19 
CLAIMS 

1. (Amended) A pneumatic tire, in which a plurality of 
substantially quadrilateral land portions are arranged on a 
tread and defined by two sets of main grooves having different 
angles with respect to a tire equatorial plane and in which 
auxiliary grooves are arranged in said land portions, 
characterized : 

in that said land portions have diagonal lines of 
different lengths ; 

in that said auxiliary grooves are arranged at the 
central portions of said land portions, substantially along 
the shorter diagonal lines; and 

in that end portion grooves which are opened to said main 
grooves are connected to the end portions of said auxiliary 
grooves . 

2. (Deleted) 

3. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 1, 
characterized in that said auxiliary groove have a length of 
no less than 30 % but less than 70 % of the length of said shorter 
diagonal lines. 



4. A pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 1 to 3 , 
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characterized in that the angle formed between said shorter 
diagonal lines and said auxiliary grooves is within ± 20 
degrees . 

5. a pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 1 to 4 , 
characterized in that said auxiliary grooves are arranged 
substantially on said shorter diagonal lines. 

6. A pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 1 to 5, 
characterized in that said auxiliary grooves have a depth of 
no less than 30 % of the depth of said main grooves. 

7. (Deleted) 

8. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in any of 
Claims 1 to 6, characterized in that said end portion grooves 
are opened in said main grooves the closest to the end portions 
of said auxiliary grooves. 

9. A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 8, characterized 
in that the angle formed between said end portion grooves and 
said auxiliary grooves is obtuse. 

10. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 8 or 
9, characterized in that the angle formed between said end 
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portion grooves and the neighborhood main grooves, in which 
said end portion grooves are not opened, of said main grooves 
is no more than 3 0 degrees. 

11. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in any of 
Claims 8 to 10, characterized: in that said end portion grooves 
are formed on the two end portions of said auxiliary grooves ; 
and in that one auxiliary groove is opened in one of the main 
grooves opposed to each other whereas the other auxiliary 
groove is opened in the other of the main grooves opposed to 
each other. 

12. (Amended) A pneumatic tire as set forth in any of 
Claims 8 to 11, characterized in that said end portion grooves 
are as deep as or shallower than said auxiliary grooves. 

13. A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 12, characterized 
in that the depth of said end portion grooves is no less than 
10 % and no more than 30 % of the depth of said main grooves. 

14. A pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 1 to 13, 
characterized in that the shortest distance between the end 
portions of said auxiliary grooves and said main grooves the 
closest to said end portions is no less than 15 % but less than 
35 % of the length of said shorter diagonal lines. 
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15. A pneumatic tire, in which a plurality of substantially 
quadrilateral land portions are arranged on a tread and defined 
by two sets of main grooves having different angles with respect 
to a tire equatorial plane and in which auxiliary grooves are 
arranged in said land portions, characterized: 

in that said land portion has an auxiliary groove 
extending therethrough from one side to another side; and 

in that said auxiliary groove includes: a central 
auxiliary groove portion inclined in the same direction as that 
of the shorter diagonal line of the land portion and arranged 
at the central portion of said land portion; end portion 
auxiliary groove portions extending in directions different 
from that of said central auxiliary groove portion and opened 
into the main grooves which are the closest to the end portion 
auxiliary groove portions; and connection portions jointing 
said central auxiliary groove portion and said end portion 
auxiliary groove portions smoothly. 

16. A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 15, characterized 
in that said connection portions are formed into arcuate shapes 
having a radius of curvature of no less than 3 mm and no more 
than 10 mm. 

17. A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 15 or 16, 
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characterized in that said central auxiliary groove portion 
has a length of less than 70 % of the length of said shorter 
diagonal line. 

18. A pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 15 to 17, 
characterized in that the angle formed between said shorter 
diagonal line and said central auxiliary groove portion is 
within ± 20 degrees. 

19. A pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 15 to 18, 
characterized in that said central auxiliary groove portion 
is arranged substantially on said shorter diagonal line. 

20. A pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 15 to 19, 
characterized in that said central auxiliary groove portion 
has a depth of no less than 3 0 % of the depth of said main grooves . 

21. A pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 15 to 20, 
characterized in that the angle formed between said end portion 
auxiliary groove portions and the neighborhood main grooves, 
in which said end portion auxiliary groove portions are not 
opened, of said main grooves is no more than 30 degrees. 

22. A pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 15 to 21, 
characterized in that said end portion auxiliary groove 
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portions are as deep as or shallower than said central auxiliary 
groove portion . 

23. A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 22, characterized 
in that the depth of said end portion auxiliary groove portions 
is no less than 10 % and less than 30 % of the depth of said 
main grooves . 

24. A pneumatic tire as set forth in any of Claims 15 to 23, 
characterized in that said auxiliary groove includes chamfered 
portions formed at the two corner portions of the opened 
portions of said auxiliary groove in the tread, when viewed 
in a section normal to the longitudinal direction at each point 
of the longitudinal direction. 

25. A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 24, characterized 
in that said chamfered portions have a gently bulging sectional 
shape in said section normal to the longitudinal direction of 
said auxiliary groove. 

26. A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 24 or 25, 
characterized in that the maximum of the depth H of said 
chamfered portions is no less than 5 % and no more than 50 % 
of the groove depth D of said auxiliary groove. 
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27. A pneumatic tire as set forth in any Claims 24 to 26, 
characterized in that the maximum of the length L of said 
chamfered portions, as measured in parallel with the tread, 
in said section normal to the longitudinal direction of said 
auxiliary groove is no less than 5 % and no more than 50 % of 
the maximum width W, as measureds in the tire axial direction, 
of the land portion having said auxiliary groove. 

28. A pneumatic tire as set forth in any Claims 24 to 27, 
characterized in that the depth H of said chamfered portions 
at each point in the longitudinal direction of said auxiliary 
groove is changed gently so that the change in the ground 
contact pressure which occurs inside the land portion under 
a lateral force may be small. 

29. A pneumatic tire as set forth in Claim 28, characterized 
in that the depth H of said chamfered portions takes its maximum 
at the land portion ends of said auxiliary groove and at the 
central portion of the land portion. 
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ABSTRACT 



Auxiliary grooves 28 are formed in land portions 26 so 
that the wet performance is improved by the increase in the 
edge factors of the auxiliary grooves 28 and by the water 
absorbing actions of the auxiliary grooves 28. Since the 
auxiliary grooves 2 8 are arranged on the shorter diagonal lines 
of the land portions 26, the land portions 26 are divided into 
two triangles approximating equilateral triangles so that the 
reduction, as caused by providing the auxiliary grooves 28, 
of the rigidity of the land portions 26 can be suppressed to 
the minimum. As a result, the deformation of the land portions 
26 is suppressed to maintain the dry performance. 
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Declaration and Power of Attorney for Patent Application 
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As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 



My residence, post office address and citizenship are as 
stated next to my name. 



I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only 
one name is listed below) or an original, first and joint 
inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject 
matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought 
on the invention entitled 



PNEUMATIC TIRE 



the specification of which is attached hereto unless the 
following box is checked: 

m was filed on My 28, 2000 

as United States Application Number or PCT 
International Application Number 

PCT/JP00/05052 and was amended 

on 

December 27, 2000 
(if applicable) 



I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the 
contents of the above identified specification, including 
the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to 
above. 



mnmwM* 37Mi^sfi t 



I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is 
material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of 
Federal Regulations, § 1.56. 
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I hereby claim foreign priority under Title 35, United States 
Code, § 119(a)-(d) or § 365 (b) of any foreign application(s) for 
"patent or inventor's certificate, or § 365(a) of any PCT 
International application which designated at least one country 
other than the United States, listed below and have also 
identified below, by checking the box, any foreign application 
for patent or inventor's certificate, or PCT International 
application having a filing date before that of the application on 
which priority is claimed. 



Prior foreign application^) 

11-218001 

(Number) 



Japan 



(Country) 



30 /July/ 1999 



(Day/Month/Year Filed) 



Priority Not Claimed 

□ 



11-218002 



(Number) 
(#*) 



Japan 



(Country) 



30 /July/ 1999 



(Day/Month/Year Filed) 



□ 



(Number) 
(»*) 



(Country) 



pay/Month/Year Filed) 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 
119(e) of any United States provisional applications) listed 
below. 



(Application No.) 



(Fifing Date) 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 
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I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 
120 of any United States application^), or § 365(c) of any PCT 
International application designating the United States, listed 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of 
this application is not disclosed in the prior United States or PCT 
International application in the manner provided by the first 
paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 1 12, 1 acknowledge 
the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability 
as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56 
which became available between the filing date of the prior 
application and the national or PCT International filing date of 
this application. 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 



(Status)(patented, pending, abandoned) 



(Filing Date) 

(HiJHR) 



(Application No.) 

mam*) 
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(Status)(patented, pending, abandoned) 

gen : whto»> mm*. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information 
and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon. 
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POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, I hereby 
appoint the following attorney(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute 
this application and transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected therewith: (list name and 
registration number) 

John H. Mion, Reg. NaJL^STgriJomas J. Macpeak, Reg. No^l9 3 222^&abert J. Seas, Jr., Reg. ^k*~2r#92; Darryl 
Mexic, Reg. N©*-23 ? Q63rRobert V. Sloan, Reg. NoraS^^^t^terDToiexy, Reg. Na^513UJ?rank Osha, Reg. No. 
24^625^Siaddell A. Biggart, Reg. NoJ^^lSl^Xouis Gubinsky, Reg. No^24^3SH>feil B. Siegel, Reg, N o, 25,3 00; 
David J. Cushing, Reg, Ner^?63rioter R. Inge, Reg. No. «26£16^teserjh J. Ruch, Jr., Reg. No^4^22^heldon ^ 
Landsman, Reg. No. 2^430; Richard C. Turner, Reg. No. 29.710: Ho ward L. Bernstein, Reg. No. 2& 9 665\ Alan 
Kasper, Reg. No , 25^26; -j^nneth J. Burchfiel, Reg. No. 31^33; Gor don Kit, Reg. No_30^64L^san J. Mack, Reg 1 
No.JO^gjSl^FrankL. Bernstein, Reg. No. 3L484: Mark B oland. Reg. Nc l.32,197; W illiam H. Mandir, Reg. N o: tt ; l5 & 
Brian W. Hannon, Reg. No. 22£2&Ml&&rn J. Rosner, Reg. Ng^V?^; Tkirp E. Kramer, Reg. No.~££^3£fPaul F. 
Neils, Reg. No. 3^W2^Bfe^S. Sylvester, Reg. N cl_32 765: Ro fwf M. Masters, Reg. N&r3 5,603; G eorge R Lehnigk, 
Reg. No. 36,359, John T. Callahan, Reg. No. 32,607 and Steven M. Gruskin, Reg. No. 36.818. ^ 
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STJTJrej TK , MION, ZINN, MACPEAK & SEAS, PL LC 

2100 Permsylvania Avenue, NTW." Suite 800 

Washington, D.C. 20037-3213 ~ 



Direct Telephone Calls to: 



(202)293-7060 



VOX MStTtn 



mm 



ft* 



mm 



Full name of sole\>r 

Jj^nMatsuzaki 



Inventor's signature 



Residence 



Citizenship 

Japanese 



Post office Address 1-19-7, Nakamurakita, 
Nerima-ku, Tokyo, Japan 



nventor 



Date 
May 10 P 



Nerima-ku, Tokyo, Japan 



TP/ 



Full name of second joint inventor, if any 

Makoto Ishiyama 



Second inventor's signature 
1 

Residence 
Kodaira-shi, Tokyo, Japan 




Date 
May 10 



Citizenship 

Japanese 




Post office Address 1-228-2-906, Tenjin-cho, 
Kodaira-shi, Tokyo, Japan 



001 



2001 



(Supply similar information and signature for third and 
subsequent joint inventors.) 



Page 3 of 4 



Japanese Language Declaration 




Ifili 



mm 



mm 



m n 



B H 



0 f* 



Full name of tfer^jomf^v^tor, if any 



Date 



Third inventor's signature 



Residence 

Kodaira-shi, Tokyo, Japan 



Citizenship 

Japanese 



Post office address 3-5-5, Ogawahigashi-cho, 
Kodaira-shi, Tokyo, Japan 



Full name of fourth joint inventor, if any 



Fourth inventor's signature 



Residence 



Citizenship 



Post office address 



3* 



2001 



Full name of fifth joint inventor, if any 



Fifth inventor's signature 



Residence 



Citizenship 



Post office address 



Full name of sixth joint inventor, if any 



Sixth inventor's signature 



Residence 



Citizenship 



Post office address 



Date 



Date 



Date 



Page 4 of 4 



